
Victor Knowles recently completed teaching a 
Wednesday night class on a book entitled Letters to 
the Church by Francis Chan.  This is one of the most 
challenging books I have read in a long time.  

   The author points us back to the very basics of the 
early church and what Jesus and his disciples did to share God’s glory and 
His loving nature to a lost and dying world.  
 

A short passage from Letters has continued to impact me personally and I 
want to share it with you.  “The Church’s purpose is not just to exist.  It’s to 
produce.   Are we producing mature disciples who imitate Christ by con-
stantly serving others? Are we developing communities that are so deeply 
in love with one another that the world marvels? (John 13:34-35)  If this is 
not being produced, why do we exist.” 

Come and join us in the adventure of learning to know the Godhead more 
intimately than ever before and allow our lives to be transformed daily into 
His image.   

 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”  

John 15:5 ESV 

Shepherd’s Notes 
From Frank McReynolds, Elder 

New Year, New Season,  
New Beginnings 
Can you believe it’s 2019?  That just 
sounds too futuristic to be true. 
 

Honestly, I find this time of year to be the most inspiring.  We’re 
able to leave behind the things of the past and embark on a new 
journey with a new season.  Having a fresh start allows us to 
gain clarity about what needs to be our focus, important goals to 
achieve, and benchmarks to experience. 
 
In our last issue of the Mt. Hope Loop, we discussed our plans to 
renovate the former West Wing into a more compelling space for 
children.  With the help of key volunteers, we were able to make 
that possible! It has been exciting to see how that space has  
already been utilized - especially with our massive Trunk of 
Treats turnout as well as our monthly kid night outreach led by 
Fred and Amber Mintert. 
 
As the main focus of the last Mt. Hoop Loop centered on chil-
dren, we also mentioned some additional projects/goals we’d like 
to implement.  Those included the addition of a united member-
ship class, a discipleship plan for our education/programming, 
and the introducing of a connections ministry. 
 
 

In this issue, I want to dive into those specific items. 
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What Are We Working On? 

2019 Focus 
 
 
The leadership feels compelled to see our church rally around 2 key 
areas of focus.  We believe these focal points will not only help us  
better fulfill our vision statement but will also vitalize our fellowship and 
ministry overall.   
 
 
Focus 1 - Help Non-Members Become Family Faster. 
We were designed for community.  The church is God’s platform for 
helping people become a part of His blessed family.  At Mt. Hope, 
we’re pretty proud of our family and we want others to experience the 
amazing relationships, traditions, and support that we have in our  
spiritual home.  In order to do this, we need an intentional plan. Part of 
this plan includes updating key spots in our facility in order to provide a 
more clear and welcoming environment. 
 
 
We’ve begun adding new signage around the property and will  
continue to do so in the next few months.  We will be making some 
needed updates to our foyer and auditorium areas that include paint, 
furniture, technology, and connection points.  We want to share our 
story and vision with our space. Something that we’re very excited 
about is having an intentional follow-up ministry spearheaded by Dan-
ny Farage. Danny is working hard with Forest Reed to follow up with 
our church guests and making them feel welcome.  It’s the little things 
like this that make a big difference. 
 
 
Focus 2 - Intentionally Making Disciples 
Pretty much every church offers a class or Bible study in some  
capacity.  But surprisingly few churches can articulate how they actual-
ly help guide people with a spiritual growth plan for discipleship.  While 
we’ve celebrated 80+ years of rich fellowship and solid Christian edu-
cation, the leadership feels that it’s appropriate for our church to really 
focus on a clear and intentional plan for growing disciples. 
 

 
So the natural question is: Where Do We Start? 
 
 
 

Sharing Our Vision 

Stay in the loop by picking up a bulletin in the lobby with upcoming 
event announcements  and information on how you can participate in 

Mount Hope ministries and weekly classes.  

Save the trees and go online at mthope.church /resources to see the 
loop and the weekly Family News. 

Connect with us and other members  by interacting online at  
Facebook.com/mthope,  see videos and hear from our ministers. 

Don’t forget to tag us in posts or pictures so we can show you some love! 
 

Check out the Welcome Kiosk for the Mount Hope Loop next quarter. 

First, we have to understand what it means to be a disciple.  In the 
months to come, every member will have the opportunity to participate 
in a foundational class that unpacks the characteristics/expectations of 
a disciple of Jesus.  Simply put, we recognize a disciple as one who 
knows and follows Christ, is being changed by Christ, and is committed 
to the mission of Christ.  
 
 
Second, we have to establish what it means to be a member of Mt. 
Hope.  Joining a church with no expectations is as awkward as starting 
a job with no understanding of your role, responsibilities, or work cul-
ture.  In fact, it’s a recipe for disaster. We believe that having clear and 
compelling expectations for church membership is a healthy way to  
ensure church unity, accountability, and the unlocking of our God-given 
greatness.  Not to mention, it’ll play a pivotal role in helping newcomers 
become acclimated to our family. 
 
 
Third, we have to understand how each class/Bible study directly ties 
into both our vision statement as a church as well as the discipleship 
process.  In the months to come, we will be introducing what we call 
The Mt. Hope Compass - a four-fold discipleship plan that empowers 
both new and seasoned members with the tools to go to the next level 
in their faith journey.   
 
 
In the Bible, we see followers of Christ experiencing four distinct phases 
of their spiritual journey: encountering God, connecting to each other, 
being equipped for service, and making a Kingdom impact.  We’re  
excited to help our church align with these four phases. The Mt. Hope  
Compass will also help our new members know how to get plugged into 
this family/ministry. Every member will have the opportunity to learn 
more about the Mt. Hope Compass.  So stay tuned! 


