
“WHAT SHALL I DO WITH JESUS?” 
The Text: The dramatic scene of Christ standing in Pilate’s hall is found in all four gospel 
accounts: Matt. 27:11-26, Mark 15:2-15; Luke 23:2-7; John 18:28-40. In order to do 
justice to this riveting account, we should begin in John 18, which gives us information 
the other gospel writers do not. 

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman 

governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did 

not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate 

came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” 
30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 
31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what 

Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 

All four writers include the question that Pilate then asks of Jesus. 
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you 

the king of the Jews?” 
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to 

me. What is it you have done?” 
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 

prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into 

the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered 

there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. 

Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 
40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in 

an uprising. 

 

[I want to pick up where John ends this dramatic scene with some vital additional 

information from Matthew’s account (Matthew 27:15-26).] 

15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the 

crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was 



Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one 

do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to 

him. 
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t 

have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a 

dream because of him.” 
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to 

have Jesus executed. 
21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Christ?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, 

he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this 

man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” 
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 
26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to 

be crucified. 

 

Introduction. During His 33-year life and ministry, many important questions were 

asked about Jesus. 

 The wise men asked, “Where is He who is born King of the Jews?”  
 Herod asked, “Where will the Christ be born?” 
 John the Baptist asked, “Art thou He that cometh or should we look for another?” 
 The people of Nazareth asked, “Is not this the carpenter’s son?” 

  
But no question ever asked about Jesus was important as the question Pilate asked:  
“What shall I do, then with Jesus?” 
 
Truly, it is life’s greatest question! It is more important that the question, “What college 
shall I attend?” “Whom shall I marry?” “Where shall we live?” 

Notice 4 aspects of life’s greatest question: “What then shall I do with Jesus?” 

THE QUESTION ANALYZED 



A. It is a personal question. It was personal for Pilate (not his wife, Herod, the chief 
priests, elders, the mob. What shall I do?” And it is personal for you (not your 
spouse, children, relatives, friends, etc.) 

B. It is a question that demands action. “What shall I do with Jesus?” Pilate had to 
do something with Jesus. He tried to get Him to identify Himself; he tried to 
release Him; He sent Him to Herod; he reexamined Him; finally, he had Him 
scourged and delivered Him to the howling mob. And YOU have to do something 
with Jesus, too! You must take action and do something with Him: accept or 
reject. 

C. It is a question about Jesus – no one else and nothing else! The burning issue 
Pilate had to face at this time was not the false charges brought against Jesus or 
the issues of the day (insurrection, taxation, inflation, negotiation) – it was Jesus! 
And with YOU, the question is not about the issues of the day (coronavirus, the 
economy, self-distancing, or a host of other things). It is a question about a 
Person – not the parson, preacher, elders or teachers – but Jesus the Christ, the 
Son of the living God! 

THE QUESTION IS INESCAPABLE 

A. Pilate tried to evade the question. He sent Him to Herod. 

B. Herod likewise attempted to dodge the bullet. He sent Him back to Pilate. 

C. Others tried to escape the question as well. People then and people now. 
Religious leaders, educators, politicians, humanists, atheists, skeptics, the media, 
Hollywood, etc.  

D. But there are several reasons why no one can escape this question! (1 Jesus is our 
Creator (John 1:1-3). (2 Jesus is our Sustainer (Heb. 1:1-3). (3 Jesus in the Only 
Savior of the world (Acts 4:12). (4 Jesus will be our Judge at the end of time 
(John 5:22-27). 

THE ALTERNATIVE CHOICES OF ANSWERING THIS QUESTION 

A. You can be for Him or against Him (Matt. 12:30). 

B. You can love Him or hate Him (Matt. 6:24). 

C. You can receive Him or reject Him (John 12:48). 

D. You can confess Him or deny Him (Matt. 10:32). 

E. But the one thing you cannot be is to remain neutral.  

WHAT YOU DO WITH JESUS NOW WILL DETERMINE WHAT HE WILL 
DO WITH YOU LATER 



A. If you accept Christ, you will be saved (1 John 5:11). 

B. If you refuse to accept Christ, you will be lost (1 John 5:12). 

C. Here’s how you can receive Christ! (1 Believe on His Name (John 1:12). (2 Turn 
from your sins (Luke 13:3, 5). (3 Confess your faith in Christ (Matt. 10:32). (4 
Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins and receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2:38). (5 Rise to walk in newness of life and be faithful to Christ unto 
the end (Rom. 6:4; Rev. 2:10). 

Conclusion: Remember, someday the question will be: “What will He do with me?” 

Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall, 
Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all! 
Hearken! What meaneth the sudden call! 
“What will you do with Jesus?” 
 
Jesus is standing on trial still, 
You can be false to Him, if you will, 
You can be faithful through good or ill: 
“What will you do with Jesus?” 
 
Will you evade Him as Pilate tried? 
Or will you choose Him, whatever betide? 
Vainly you struggle from Him to hide: 
“What will you do with Jesus?” 
 
Will you, like Peter, your Lord deny? 
Or will you scorn from His foes to fly, 
Daring for Jesus to live or die? 
“What will you do with Jesus?” 
 
What will you do with Jesus? 
Neutral you cannot be! 
Someday your heart will be asking, 
“What will He do with me?” 
 
“Jesus, I give my heart today! 
Jesus, I’ll follow you all the way! 
Gladly obeying Thee!” will you say: 
“This will I do with Jesus!” – A. B. Simpson 
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